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Participles: 
Words ending in –ing or –ed that function as adjectives to give further description: 

...the falling star 

...the feared man 

...held breath (awkward, I know.  But it shows irregular verb forms work) 
Why use?  Some people avoid adjectives because they feel like extra baggage.  “Normal” 
adjectives, like red, fast, or beautiful, can make a piece feel heavy or repetitive. Participles are 
disguised adjectives. 
 
Absolutes: 
Noun + participle combination to add further description: 

Pens flying, the students wrote in their journals. 
She hesitated, heart racing, before walking into the interview. 
After the harsh words from his boss, Ben resigned, dreams deflated. 

Why use? This noun-adjective combo often creates both a visual and emotional description with 
economy. 
 
Appositives: 
A word or phrase immediately before or after a noun to give further information. 

Grandma, a kind woman, handed out the Oreos. 
She didn’t know where else to turn except to Joe, the plumber. 
The roses, a rare variety from England, bloom late into September. 

Why use?  Slip necessary information in as an appositive and it’s like a 2 for 1 special.  
Appositives help writers avoid choppy sentences. 
 
Adjectives Out of Order: 
Change up the pattern of adjectives so that they aren’t always right in a row: 

The overworked librarian, tired and hungry, looked at the clock eagerly. 
The maple trees in October reflected his mood, changing and weakening, but beautiful. 

Why use?  Use more adjectives without seeming trite or repetitive; add rhythm and variety. 
 
Action Words 
Avoid passive voice (letting things happen to your subject) and pick verbs that show action. 

Passive:  The ball was thrown by the Cy Young Award winner. 
Active:  Johan Santana threw the ball. 
 
Be verb:She was in a hurry. 
Active word and image:  She raced up the stairs. 

Why use?  Everybody likes a little action, right? 
 


